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wilmingtonPers pe ctive
   Look up when you’re on a street around Wilmington and you 
might be surprised by what you see along roofl ines…trees, palms, 
fl owers and more.  Although they aren’t prevalent yet, green roofs 
are cropping up on buildings downtown, an occasional home 
or shed, and even on the new Betty H. Cameron Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital at NHRMC.  
    Green roofs originated in northern Europe, where sod roofs 
and walls have been utilized as construction materials for hun-
dreds of years.  Contemporary approaches to green roof 

technology began in Germany over 30 years ago.  
    Green roofs are constructed of a lightweight soil media, un-
derlain with a drainage layer, and a membrane that protects the 
building.  Th e soil is planted with a specialized mix of plants, 
like sedums, that can thrive in the harsh, dry, high temperature 
conditions on the roof with little rain.  
    Th e green roof business in North America is growing 35% 
per year, so expect to see many more in Wilmington in the 
coming years.

Green roofs are not only aesthetically pleasing.  
Th ey also:
    • Reduce city “heat island” eff ect
    • Reduce CO2 impact
    • Reduce summer air conditioning cost
    • Potentially lengthen roof life 2 to 3 times
    • Treat nitrogen pollution in rain
    • Negate acid rain eff ectiveness
    • Help reduce volume and peak rates of
       storm water

Private residence on Dock Street

View from green roof atop a 
private residence on Dock Street.

Roof of the 
Betty H. Cameron 
Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital at NHRMC
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Connect 
with the business community

through Return On Investment magazine
Is the business community your target market?  If so, we’ve got the vehicle to 
reach them.  Return On Investment magazine is delivered to nearly 2,000 Chamber 
members and contacts.  And you’ll fi nd our rates more than competitive.  

Contact Scott Czechlewski, Director of 
Communications, to reserve your space in 

the next issue:
czechlewski@wilmingtonchamber.org

910.762.2611 ext. 216



Work on Wilmington needs YOU!
Work on Wilmington is an annual one day community service event  

where hundreds of volunteers come together to help make Wilmington  
an even better place to live by working together on projects throughout  

the community, and we need your help. 

From groups and organizations, or just individual volunteers,  
we welcome anyone and everyone to join us 

Saturday, April 17th, 8 a.m. to noon
We’re even throwing a party afterwards to celebrate our community! Join other volunteers 

in the event field at Mayfaire (behind HH Gregg) for refreshments and entertainment.

Be part of a one day army of volunteers improving our community.

For more information go to www.workonwilmington.org 
or call 910-762-2611 extension 204.
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